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The Contradictory Coordinate Construction of
“You X You-fei X”

LU Xueyan
Changshang University of Science and Technology, Changsha, Hunan 410076, China

Abstract The “You X You-fei X” is a special contradictory coordinate construction for depicting co-existing
conflicting states of reality and human psychology. Based on authentic corpus data, this paper examines its syntactic,
semantic and pragmatic features. This pattern mainly occurs in declarative and exclamatory sentences and functions
as diverse syntactic elements, yet it is rarely used in genuine interrogative or imperative contexts. Instead of creating
logical contradictions, it integrates conflicting meanings of actions, emotions and perceptions to reflect objects’ multiple
attributes. In practice, opposite-meaning contrasts enhance textual expressiveness, and semantic emphasis usually lies in
the latter part.

Keywords “You X You-fei X’; Contradictory parallel pattern; Syntax; Semantics; Pragmatics
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