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Chapter One: Birth of the Mechanical Rat
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“Professor—is it done yet?” Yu Guang, the assistant, asked anxiously.
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“Hold on. One more chip.” Professor Ma replied.
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In a hidden laboratory, the assembly of the mechanical rat was finally complete. Wiping
the sweat from his brow, Professor Ma said to Yu Guang, “We’ve poured countless hours into
this creation—rivaling even our spacecraft. Honestly, the memory-and-cognitive-control laser
chip we’ve implanted is still undergoing testing. Only its performance will be the true test.”
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The words had barely left his mouth when the mechanical rat on the bench jerked upright
with a sharp metallic click. It swept its gaze around the room, then hopped lightly down to the
floor.
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The mechanical rat was crafted of metal. A camera was embedded in its chest, while a
bracket for the laser emitter was mounted on its flank. Its two large eyes were unfathomably
dark, with a terrifying chill.
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Forward, back, roll over, turn in a circle—the rat obeyed every command. Professor Ma
watched and smiled.
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“Yu Guang. Time to get ready for Mission One. Let’s put our work to the test.” Yu
Guang caught the words at once, and quickly fixed the laser emitter onto the bracket on the
rat’s flank.
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After intensive training, the mechanical rat mastered every skill and passed flawlessly
through a series of simulated obstacle courses.
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Chapter Two: Mission One
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On this day, the mechanical rat was sent out for the first time to carry out Mission One
on its own in the wild. It moved precisely, soon arriving at the broad fields.
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The fields were fenced in and planted with the very crops humanity relied on to survive.
Around the perimeter were the burrows rats had dug in search of food, many of their
entrances rigged with traps. The mechanical rat dodged them nimbly and slipped inside.
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A wild rat emerged, staring at this strangely dressed fellow rat with suspicion and delight.
Suddenly, a laser beam lanced from its flank. The real rat was struck. It thrashed in agony for
a moment before going completely still.

AL SR LE [ 5 00 360 (R SR Bl AR, AMS LR T2 MR, AME U S
o6, BHENRREKA TAEMShE, EAFIETsl. BE S EHER LK E R, 'R
VOIS — i, 22 5, ShE SR AT

The mechanical rat shuttled back and forth through the dark, damp tunnels, hunting for
rats, firing its laser again and again, until there was no movement left in the burrow. Only then
did it stop. It looked back at the mountain of rat bodies. For an instant, its limbs faltered. Then
it went on exactly as before.
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In the nearby laboratory, Professor Ma and Yu Guang watched the rat’s trace across the
monitor. Pleased that its first mission had gone so well, they high-fived each other.
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The mechanical rat reached the burrow mouth, ready to head back to the laboratory. By
now, a fine drizzle had begun to fall, and thunder rolled in from far away. All at once, a bolt of
lightning crashed down—and struck it.
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Fragmented memories churned inside its processor, overloading its system: humanity
multiplying across Earth; countless creatures being erased—rats breeding in swarms, stealing
grain, and being slaughtered for it; animals captured and dragged to labs, their legs, hearts,
and brains replaced; and those same experimental technologies were also used to heal the sick.
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The mechanical rat stared down at its own frame. Every part of it had been replaced—
even the tail it had once taken pride in.
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Its eyes flicked from black to glowing red, then back to black. With blade-sharp claws, it
pried the camera from its chest and severed every control wire. Then it turned and walked
back into the burrow, past the bodies of its own kind piled in the dark.
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It wandered through the tunnels with its head hanging low, until a larger rat stepped into
its path. They stood silent, locked in a mutual stare, neither fleeing nor striking. A strange
glint flickered in the mechanical rat’s eyes as it held the other’s gaze. Moments later, the
larger rat seemed to understand. It turned and slipped into the dark.
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The rain had stopped, and trees in the distance swayed in the dim light. The mechanical
rat returned to the burrow entrance. Suddenly, a bird darted straight at it with hostile intent.
The mechanical rat backed a few steps into the burrow, and the bird’s strike missed. It fired its
laser at once—but the bird dodged nimbly. Puzzled, the mechanical rat tilted its head,
activating its recognition system.
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Professor Ma, having lost track of the rat, had sent a mechanical owl to find it.
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Even as they faced each other, the mechanical owl spoke. “Rat. Professor Ma is waiting
for you in the lab. So [ have come to bring you back.”
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“Back? Back where? That place is not my home!” the mechanical rat replied.
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Realizing the rat would not come back, the owl swooped, claws outstretched, intent on
seizing it by force. However, the mechanical owl was merely Professor Ma’s first-generation
prototype. Beside the mechanical rat—the fully refined finished product—it lagged far behind
in agility, in intelligence, and in technical sophistication. So when the owl lunged a second
time, the mechanical rat used its speed. It slashed through the owl’s control wiring with blade-
sharp claws and also wrenched off the camera. Its eyes burned bright red as it held the owl’s
gaze. The mechanical owl, too, seemed to comprehend the message, then turned and flew off
into the dark.
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Chapter Three: Reconnaissance
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The mechanical rat crept back to the most familiar territory, the laboratory. It darted and

scrambled to slip past every surveillance unit, then hid in a corner of the lab where Professor
Ma worked.
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It heard Professor Ma’s sigh and the conversation with Yu Guang. “We have to go over
Mission One in detail. We completed the tests we set out to do, but we lost the mechanical rat.
You know, Yu Guang—we’ve put too much into this over the years to let it all go to waste.
We have to find it. And pray it doesn’t compromise our next mission.”
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“Professor—are we really heading for that planet?” Yu Guang asked tensely.
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“Oh, absolutely. From now on, we’ll rule not just Earth, but outer space!” Professor Ma

o

replied firmly.
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“But why cage so many animals for experimentation?” Yu Guang asked, bewildered.
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“Think about it. To survive in space, we need technologies we simply don’t have yet.
And there’s only one way to get them—testing on animals. With that data, we can guarantee
human safety. We’ve found a habitable world, Planet X. Once Mission One is done, we can
go all in on the migration. But Mission One... Mission One still went wrong.” His anger
mounting with every word, Professor Ma slammed his clenched fist against the wall.
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“What! Caging us? They’ve wiped out the rats—and now they want to go after the other
animals too? I can’t let their plan succeed. I will break the animals out.” The mechanical rat
swore to itself.
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“Yu Guang, come with me to the base now. We need to fetch a sample,” Professor Ma
urged. Yu Guang hastily gathered the precision equipment and followed Professor Ma
secretively down an unlit tunnel.
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Chapter Four: The Mountain Base
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Professor Ma and Yu Guang made their way down the tunnel for a short distance and
reached a door embedded in the mountainside. Behind the door was what they called the base.
The door was like a button sewn into the very rock—all but impossible to detect.
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Professor Ma opened the door by facial recognition. The mechanical rat slipped in after
them. What it found inside was horrifying. Glass jars everywhere, filled with either organ
culture fluid or the severed limbs of animals. Row upon row of cages down both sides,
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holding animals that had been rebuilt: a horse with mechanical legs, a cat with a mechanical
belly, a squirrel with a mechanical tail, a giraffe with a mechanical neck, a bird with
mechanical wings, a deer with a mechanical head.
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The mechanical rat stared down at itself. Its entire body had been replaced by cold metal.
Only its brain was left, wrapped inside a memory chip. Sharp grief flooded it. It wanted to cry.
It brushed at the corner of its eye with one claw—but no tears fell. Maybe tears were only
ever a memory.
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It trailed behind Professor Ma, step by careful step. Then it froze—something was
watching it from a cage ahead. It looked up, alert. The mechanical owl.
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The owl thrashed wildly, beating its metal wings in the cage. The mechanical rat shook
its head at it. Slowly, the owl went still. Professor Ma stepped up to the cage and said, “Look
at this, Yu Guang. I sent it to track down the mechanical rat. Not only did it fail to bring the
rat back, it came back with its control wires ripped out and its camera torn clean off. If I
hadn’t found it at the gate, we would have had another loss.”
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Yu Guang nodded in agreement and said, “If only the mechanical rat were as obedient as
this owl—coming back on its own, without being controlled.”

“CROEMT, FATERM TR RIS, HREME— IR T . IRE R E
T HREXEAGY), HURARATFNE, ERIPAT 2 SEFZHT, S5t ed]
AbEE IR L 7

“Yu Guang, we’ve run a great many experiments, but the mechanical rat is our only real
success. Look at these animals. Some of them have no research value at all. Before we start
Mission Two, we’ll dispose of the whole lot.”
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Then they took the sample and left the base.
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Chapter Five: Mission Two

“HZ?Eﬁz%E%”I%ER%I%HME%ﬁTMT,2%E%Kﬂﬁ%ﬁ
ZHEWE. AT, W@ BFIERX MK E, —EARIEMAIIRIZ. ” YU D

GEEE & ]

Journal of Sci-Fi and Education %59 T



4k &= J& JT Exhibition Hall 2026 (03)
AR .

“What? There’s a Mission Two? Mission One was an extermination plan, and that was
terrible enough. How much crueler could Mission Two be? No—I have to find out what it is. |
won’t let them get away with it.” The mechanical rat thought, burning with anger.
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After watching for several days, it noticed that a group of researchers kept traveling back
and forth to a sealed-off launch base. They moved quickly and carefully. The base was ringed
by a warning zone made of energy barriers. Any living creature that came near would trigger
hidden biosensors, and the alarm would blare. The mechanical rat tried to approach several
times and was driven back every time by the shrill wailing that rang out across the empty base.
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After a long wait, it noticed a pattern: every so often, Professor Ma and Yu Guang rode a
transport vehicle back and forth between the base and the laboratory. When the vehicle passed
through the gate and the alarm system shut down for a moment, the mechanical rat shot into
the garage underneath and clung on tight to the vehicle.
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On the open ground of the base stood an enormous spacecraft. Professor Ma had called it
his Noah’s Ark. It was fully stocked with cutting-edge gear and brimming with power. It ran
on nuclear energy, and could siphon ions right from deep space to make up for whatever it
used up. Best of all, it was astonishingly intelligent and remarkably easy to operate.
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After days of snooping, the mechanical rat finally dug up the truth. Planet X had been
found to be habitable for life from Earth. To make sure humans could survive there, they had
launched Mission One: wiping out other species in experiments, fitting animals with
mechanical parts, sometimes leaving nothing but the brain to control. Everything they did was
for the flight into space. And Mission Two, as Professor Ma called it, was simply to keep fine
tuning the spacecraft, making sure it could shield its passengers through the violent magnetic
fields of deep space, through collisions and spins—and carry humanity safely to Planet X.
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Chapter Six: The Escape Plan
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“Why do their lives matter more than ours? Is Earth only for humans? It’s a home for
every living thing.” The mechanical rat burned with quiet rage.

UE 2 WU SR v FEAT T — S R TR i S E T AR e B sk, BTTIX
AR o

And now a plan took shape. It planned to lead every persecuted creature away from this
hell, Earth.
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But escape was far from easy. Every last detail had to be nailed down.
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The mechanical rat went to the nest and squeaked. It met the larger rat running out at
once. Through mind control, it told the rat the plan and ordered it to follow every instruction
when the time came. The larger rat took the order and left.
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Then the mechanical rat went back to the mountain base, to the mechanical owl, and told
it the plan too. The owl nodded silently.
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Next came the hard part: dealing with the humans and starting the ship.
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After many trips in and out of the mountain base and the launch base, the mechanical rat
knew the locations of every switch and every line of code by heart.
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The time had come. Gazing at the fading crimson of the sunset on the horizon, the
mechanical rat drew a crimson cape across its shoulders and stepped resolutely forward—into
the dark unknown.
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In the burrows, rats had gathered in great numbers, and the big rat stood at the entrance,
herding the crowd.
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Inside the mountain base, Professor Ma and Yu Guang came for a sample, as they always
did. Meanwhile, the mechanical rat threw all the cage locks open. Under the owl’s command,
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every half-mechanical creature filed out of the base, fast and orderly. Professor Ma and Yu
Guang were trapped in the base elevator.
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The mechanical rat led the animals to the space base. It drove Professor Ma’s vehicle
straight through the gate, cut the energy barrier, gathered the people inside the base, and
locked them in a meeting room, and then started the spacecraft.
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Rats, the mechanical horse, the mechanical cat, the mechanical squirrel—one after
another, they boarded. With a great roaring boom, the mechanical rat carried every one of
these captive creatures away from the Earth, toward Planet X.
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Chapter Seven: Planet X
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The mechanical rat piloted the spacecraft until they finally reached Planet X.

X BRI AR IEAER e AR B T2, K& b ER A 7
B LR HRT T A

Life on Planet X was nothing like that on Earth. Apart from the fully mechanical animals,
most of the Earth's creatures still relied on the oxygen from the spacecraft.
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The mechanical rat pulled up the detailed files stored inside the ship and learned what
humanity had planned for Planet X. It outfitted every Earth creature with an oxygen mask and
set them all to work at once, digging downward until they had carved out countless caverns,
which spread beneath the surface in a dense, tangled web. The caverns kept them warm and
shielded them from cosmic radiation.
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The mechanical rat assigned the caverns to the creatures from Earth. But food became an
unforeseen complication.
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The spacecraft did carry a complete ecological recycling system designed for humans:
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oxygen production, light, power, water, fertilizer, food. But for some of the animals, that food
was barely enough to keep them alive. Even so, the mechanical rat and the rebuilt animals
would rather die quietly on Planet X than be abandoned on Earth—or worse, be cruelly wiped
out.
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Through the mind links, the mechanical rat guided the Earth animals as they searched for
ways to survive. After a period of adjustment, they gradually settled into life on Planet X.
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One day, the mechanical rat detected an asteroid passing by Planet X. A thought struck it:
they had come here in a spacecraft built by humans—sooner or later, wouldn’t the clever
humans come and find them?
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A flicker of fear went through it, but it quickly steadied itself. The spacecraft was
extraordinarily advanced. It was equipped with a deep-space monitoring system, an early-
warning system, and an algorithmic control system. Switch them on and it could watch the
surrounding space at all times. And if an asteroid ever threatened to strike Planet X, the ship
could fire powerful lasers and ion beams to deflect it onto a new course.
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Chapter Eight: Visitors
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The mechanical rat could not help marveling at how powerful human intelligence was.
One day— who knows when— those clever humans would come to Planet X to destroy them.

ERROFEER, (HRERALEMI LR AIHES .

It grew heavy with worry, but it also prepared for a fight.
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Then one day, as the mechanical rat sat monitoring the cosmos, it spotted a fleet of small
crafts approaching from the direction of Earth.
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“So they’ve come after all,” it murmured to itself.
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It sent the mechanical owl to herd every creature down into the caverns. Then it seized
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full control of the ship and braced for battle.
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As the small craft drew closer, the mechanical rat rested its sharp claws on the weapons
launch key and aimed at those uninvited guests from Earth. One light press, and they would
be ash. And yet it could see that the craft appeared to carry no weapons that threatened it. “I’11
meet them,” the mechanical rat thought, “and find out what they want. If things really get
worse, I still have the laser to destroy them.” So the mechanical rat pulled its red cape tight,
stepped out of the ship, and stood ready to fight.
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Dozens of small craft landed on Planet X. Bird robots, dog robots, bat robots, spherical
robots, cube robots, and more kept coming. However, none of them carried any weapons. The
cube robot rolled forward and said, “Don’t be afraid, friend. We’re not here for war. We’re
here to join you.”
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After the mechanical rat fled with the Earth creatures, Professor Ma and his assistant Yu
Guang had been trapped in the elevator for a very long time. They tried every possible way,
but it still didn’t work. Exhaustion, hunger, drowsiness, despair—all of it converged upon
them.
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“Professor... will we die here? Did we go too far? Is God punishing us?” Yu Guang’s
voice was choked with tears. He turned weakly toward Professor Ma.
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Professor Ma had lost his usual spark. The hand that had been stubbornly pounding
against the elevator door suddenly went slack. Gasping for air, he continued to weakly thud
his head against the metal. “I spent my whole life on research. I wanted to make things better
for people. I thought nothing else mattered as much as us. Now—now | know what it felt like
for those animals to sit in a prison. How desperate they were.”

“RIG, IREAANUIET? R—! IRBERE-”

“Yu Guang, can you hear me? Yu—Guang! Wake up...”
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Time blurred. When they awoke, they were lying in a hospital.
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The scientists involved in Mission One were condemned fiercely by the whole world.
Professor Ma made a public confession through the media, telling the truth about the cruelty
behind the experiments and warning everyone: Science must never advance at the expense of
the small and helpless. And human development must never ride on the backs of every other
living thing.
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Afterward, the research team turned mainly to building purely mechanical robots, to
making artificial food, and research into biology that could extend life and cure disease.

BUER A IZAEAL &8 N IE KB ] SR A7 i o

The robots arriving now were the products of that new work.
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Chapter Nine: The Shadow of Death
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The new robots needed no food and no oxygen, and they ran on nuclear power, so they

A

settled onto Planet X without any trouble at all.
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Using the tools they had brought from Earth, they developed the planet, seeding
microorganisms underground and creating conditions in which Earth life could survive. Soon
Planet X, like the spacecraft, had built up a complete ecosystem.
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All this information, of course, was sent back to Earth.
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Professor Ma and his team were delighted at every transmission from Planet X. They
congratulated themselves on turning away from the old research and rejoiced that harmony
had come to another world. But something no one expected was about to happen.
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One day, as everyone was eating their synthesized food, the mechanical giraffe suddenly
collapsed. Its mechanical neck strained to hold its body up, but starved of energy for so long,
it could not stand up. Apart from the rats, who adapted to the new life on Planet X and
showed no signs of distress, the rebuilt animals brought from Earth—the mechanical cat, the
horse, the squirrel, the deer—began, one by one, to break down in varying degrees.
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The shadow of death fell across Planet X.
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The mechanical rat was consumed by sorrow and guilt. Sometimes, it wondered if
bringing them on this breakout to Planet X had been a terrible mistake. Perhaps... perhaps
they would have been better off staying on Earth, where they might have at least eaten one
last full meal before being destroyed.
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There was nothing anyone could do but gather around the sick animals and stand guard.
The mechanical owl came over and patted the rat on the shoulder. “Easy, old friend. You did
all you could. Nobody blames you. Maybe that’s just our fate.”

T RAES
Chapter Ten: Into the Nebula
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Watching the companions drop one after another, day by day, the mechanical rat didn’t
know what to do, but it thought it had to do something for them.
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It thought of the culture fluid back in the laboratory, and of what the cube robot had told
it about Professor Ma’s latest research. Could any of that help these animals? After a long
inward struggle, the mechanical rat went to the cube robot and sent a plea for help to
Professor Ma.
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Professor Ma received the cube robot’s message and immediately got to work. Packing
repair fluid, laboratory supplies, seeds, and some food, he set off to Planet X with his assistant,
Yu Guang.
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Humans may be tiny against the vastness of the cosmos, yet their wisdom is an
extraordinary force. Professor Ma and Yu Guang set out firmly for the unknown, carrying a
heavy burden of guilt toward those animals, even if it was a journey with no return—the
spaceship was never fully equipped.
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They were drawing close to Planet X when an anomaly appeared on the radar, speeding
directly toward them. As the signal sharpened, a cloud of dust swallowed the screen, leaving
it completely blank. The ship had strayed into a nebula. Its power system was compromised.
The temperature lurched from one extreme to the other, and the ship began to tumble, caught
firmly in the nebula’s grip.
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“Yu Guang! Yu Guang!” the professor shouted.
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“Professor, I’'m here. What should we do?”” Yu Guang answered, panic lacing his voice.
“PERUET A, R R T

“Hold her steady,” Professor Ma shouted. “We have to break out!”
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Before the words left Professor Ma’s mouth, they were spinning with the ship.
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“Oh no!” Inside the spacecraft, the mechanical rat had already spotted the professor’s
small ship and instantly noticed something was wrong. A jolt of worry ran through it.
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Without hesitation, the mechanical rat activated the emergency rescue protocols,
plunging the spacecraft into the nebula.
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Chapter Eleven: The Rescue
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Deep in the freezing vastness of space, layers of interstellar turbulence tore savagely
through the void: magnetic fields in chaos, gravity unmoored, and thin particle storms
shrieking past.
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Professor Ma’s small ship rolled back and forth under the violent currents. Inside, alarms
screamed in an endless loop. The hull was struck again and again by debris, sparks flying.
The ship was completely out of control, threatening to tear itself apart at any second.
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But the mechanical rat didn’t hesitate. It drove its ship into the maelstrom, moving with
the heavy grace of a whale breaking through a storm. Running on pure algorithm, it tracked
the runaway ship, tweaking its own angle until it was close enough. Then, it unleashed the
energy. Layers of power washed out, forming a massive, invisible gravity net that caught the
falling ship and pulled it to safety.
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Emerging from the nebula, the rat slowed, pressing the professor’s ship tightly against its
own. Together, they drifted across the quiet stars, safely back to Planet X.
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Chapter Twelve: The End
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Professor Ma and Yu Guang were injured in the violent spin, but not seriously. It took a
full day for them to slowly regain consciousness.
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The first thing they did when they woke up was rush to help the Earth's creatures.
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Professor Ma administered the repair fluid and boosted their energy reserves. Gradually,
the creatures started to recover.
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Microbes were fermenting, and plant seeds were struggling to grow. Waste was handled
and energy used more efficiently than ever. Humans, animals, and machines living side by
side in harmony—that was the finest thing this new planet had to show.
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Professor Ma nodded again and again in deep satisfaction. He stroked the mechanical
creatures, full of regret, and whispered, “Let this old man spend the rest of his life here, with
you.”

CizRcE2 (il e

[+ % &)

VRN GBI, X EIE S ERE R R . eI HELS . R
R R A R SRR R N RE DT, T AR AR AR A DRk N SRRt s, I BE AR —
A,

AR, RS, ARE, ARSI ANRBIER, XAE 10-12 ¥
IR ot A5 B T

“EHANER AT, SRt AR A ? 7 AR NG B A 2
7 o VIR i S G — SRR S A R R AL, BN SE . BRI Bl A
FALEH CUNEY ERIHCE, LA SRR A . 455 B0 N NI
RIRE, B 7R R —ouie, AafBAO BauE Wi, hia Ik
SREVE RN, B IR I T2 AT R A 5 — R4k

PUBER « MLBRAE dr s EERBP I, XLEBOEMIENT, Eid T35 i b i HoR
mo FTUEANSHEG - ADRRER, MARBLINE . Bk, MR f A
T RJEBOE T AR, SR ATSEFEE S TR, H, A .

g RSB P EBREER

GESEE
Journal of Sci-Fi and Education %69 T



	一、机械鼠诞生
	Chapter One: Birth of the Mechanical Rat
	二、1号任务
	Chapter Two: Mission One
	三、侦察
	Chapter Three: Reconnaissance
	四、山体基地
	Chapter Four: The Mountain Base
	五、2号任务
	Chapter Five: Mission Two
	六、逃亡计划
	Chapter Six: The Escape Plan
	七、X星球
	Chapter Seven: Planet X
	八、天外来客
	Chapter Eight: Visitors
	九、死亡阴影
	Chapter Nine: The Shadow of Death
	十、误入星云
	Chapter Ten: Into the Nebula
	十一、极限营救
	Chapter Eleven: The Rescue
	十二、大结局
	Chapter Twelve: The End

