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A Textual Study on the Establishment of the Ming Dynasty
Wudang Guard and the Transmission Lineage of
Its Geographical and Environmental Geomancy

LIU Zhixiong', YAN Rong
Hubei Tianyi Health Research Institute, Wuhan, Hubei 430000, China

Abstract: To clarify the institutional nature of Wudang Guard, reveal the integration mechanism between Ming
military survey technology and Taoist geomantic craftsmanship, and reconstruct the collaborative mechanism of imperial
mountain construction. Based on primary historical materials including Veritable Records of the Ming Dynasty (Ming
Taizong Shilu), Taiyue Taihe Mountain Gazetteer and stone inscriptions, this paper investigates its institutional origin,
scope of authority and responsibility, engineering practice in mountain surveying, site selection and water system
regulation, and traces the inheritance from the Ming Dynasty to contemporary times. Wudang Guard was not a statutorily
independent military unit, but a garrison branch detached from Junzhou Defense Battalion. It formed a tripartite
mountain construction mode of “Taoist pattern judgment field survey by garrison troops project implementation”.
Having accumulated through the Ming and Qing dynasties and sustained by Xu Benshan in the Republican era, this
craftsmanship has been fully restored and passed on by the contemporary core inheritor Liu Kaifu, with Yan Tianrong,
Yin Tianfu among his successors. The practical survey method introduced by Wudang Guard remedies the deficiency
of theoretical-oriented traditional geomancy. This composite mountain construction skill possesses great historical and
living heritage research.

Keyword: Wudang Guard; Wei-Suo system of the Ming Dynasty; Geographical and environmental geomancy;

Taiyue Taihe Mountain; Mountain construction; Craftsmanship inheritance
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