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Linguistic Landscape with a Hunanese Touch Empowers the
Cultural Dissemination and Protection of Xiang Dialect:
A Case Study of Changsha

LIU Huiying, TANG Xiangyi, TANG Jiaxin, TAN Jielan, QIN Heyang
Changsha University of Science and Technology, Changsha, Hunan 410076, China

Abstract Taking Changsha's linguistic landscape with a Hunanese touch as the research object, this article
employs a combined approach of field investigation and online data analysis to examine the distribution patterns
and typological system of such linguistic landscapes, and explores their functions and value in the dissemination
and protection of Xiang dialect culture. The findings indicate that Changsha's linguistic landscapes with a Hunanese
touch exhibit a spatial pattern of “core clustering and peripheral dispersion,” with Tianxin, Yuhua, and Yuelu districts
serving as core agglomeration areas. Three major types are identified: commercial signage, cultural display, and daily
communication. These landscapes contribute to enhancing the public visibility of Xiang dialect, strengthening the
regional cultural identity of Hunan, and promoting the living conservation of Xiang dialect. Meanwhile, the study also
reveals certain shortcomings, such as uneven regional distribution and insufficient extension to suburban areas and
public service contexts. Accordingly, this article proposes optimization strategies from four perspectives: coordinating
spatial layout, standardizing content development, building a diversified communication matrix, and promoting the
transformation of outcomes along with institutional development, aiming to provide practical references for the public-
space dissemination and living conservation of Xiang dialect culture.

Keywords Linguistic landscape with a Hunanese touch; Xiang dialect; Cultural dissemination; Dialect protection;

Regional culture
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