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An Analysis of the Promissory Speech Acts
in Romance in the Alley

TAN Yugin
School of Literature and Journalism, Changsha University of Science and Technology,
Changsha 410000, China

Abstract Looking back at domestic TV dramas in 2024, Hunan TV’s Romance in the Alley aroused widespread
attention after its broadcast, repeatedly ranking at the forefront of TV ratings charts and winning the title of “Most
Popular Drama of 2024”. While the show garnered significant public attention, it also sparked academic research.
Existing domestic research on Romance in the Alley has focused on aspects such as news communication and narrative
structure, but few studies have analyzed the text itself, and research on commitment speech acts in particular remains
lacking. Based on a collection of textual data from the series, this paper applies Searle’s speech act theory to focus on
the speech acts of promise within the corpus. It classifies and summarizes these acts, discusses the characteristics and
differences among various types of promise speech acts, and further analyzes the distinctions between different speech
acts. The study concludes that the performative verb is not the decisive factor in determining a promise speech act,
aiming to broaden the perspective of linguistic research.

Keywords Promissory speech acts; Speech act theory; Romance in the Alley; Performative verbs
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