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An Analysis of Li Baoli’s Refusal Speech Act Strategies and
Identity Construction in Feng Shui

ZHOU Kexin
School of Literature and Journalism, Changsha University of Science & Technology, Changsha,
Hunan 410076, China

Abstract This paper examines the refusal speech acts of the heroine Li Baoli in the film Feng Shui (Wan Jian
Chuan Xin). Based on face theory and the power-solidarity theory, it analyzes Li’s choice of refusal strategies in different
social relationships and the underlying mechanism of identity construction. Li’s refusal behaviors can be categorized into
direct refusals and indirect refusals (including verbal and non-verbal strategies). Her strategy choices are significantly
influenced by gender, class, and specific contexts. As a lower-class woman, Li strengthens or reconstructs her identities
through refusal acts in marital, mother-son, and social interactions: from a “fiery and outspoken Wuhan woman” to a
“vengeful wife”, from a “sovereignty-defending mother” to a “failed mother”, and finally achieving self-reshaping as a
“tough grassroots worker”. The study reveals the dynamic nature of refusal speech acts as a tool for identity construction,
providing empirical evidence for research on female discursive power and class identity.

Keywords Feng Shui (Wan Jian Chuan Xin); Refusal speech acts; Identity construction; Face theory, Lower-class
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